Background Information for Teachers

Key Stage 1 -Victorian Washday

Aims:

1) To improve the children’s speaking and listening skills

2) To increase their vocabulary 

3) To increase their knowledge of what life was like a long time ago
4) To compare and contrast homes today and homes long ago 

Format:

· This is a lively, participatory session, which lasts about an hour.

·  The session starts with a discussion about how washing is done today. 

· The museum teacher will lead the children through the various processes that were involved in Victorian washday and throughout, child volunteers will have the opportunity to demonstrate the equipment used.  

· The tumultuous end, when the whole class is asked to take part in a washday mime, will help to cement the children’s learning. Set to the music “The Flight of the Bumble Bee” and which involves all the hand movements used in Victorian washday this will ensure that the session stays in the children’s minds for a long time.

Museum Artefacts:

A Variety of props are used including:

Victorian clothing, a washboard, carbolic soap, a washing dolly, the strangely named posser, 

a yoke, a large backdrop of a Victorian Kitchen and a small mangle

If the session is being held in a school as an outreach session the museum teacher will need:

· A CD player 

· Two tables to display the artefacts on.

· Plenty of space for the children to perform their mime

