Background Information for Teachers 

Key Stage 2 -The Ancient Egyptians

QCA History Unit 10 - What can we find out about ancient Egypt from what has survived? 

Aims

1) To increase knowledge about everyday life in Ancient Egypt

2) To increase vocabulary – e.g. shabti figures, amulets
3) To improve speaking and listening skills.

4) To develop investigative skills – identification of objects/ making simple deductions

Format
This fascinating session last about an hour. 
The session begins with some simple questions to get the children thinking about life in Egypt over 2,000 years ago. 
The children will then have the opportunity to examine a variety of replica Egyptian objects to find out about life in ancient Egypt – (what people looked like, what their writing was like, entertainment) and religious beliefs in ancient Egypt – (Why bodies were preserved after death, the mummification process, Egyptian tombs). Objects include copies of:

· The Rosetta Stone 

· Papyrus
· Amulets
· Tutankhamun’s mask 

· Necklaces

· A scribes writing set and examples of hieroglyphs 

· Egyptian tunics and kilts and some wigs (which the children can try on).

The children will then be able to examine some real Egyptian objects including:
· Shabti figures

· Amulets

· Jewellery

· Household Pottery

The thrill of touching such precious authentic artefacts makes this a very memorable session

The Museum Teacher will need:
Four tables to arrange the objects on

A mirror for the children to view themselves in the Egyptian wigs and costumes (optional)

