

ART COMPETITION FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS

This year St Albans is hosting celebrations for the Magna Carta, the great charter agreed in 1215 between King John and his barons. St Albans and its abbey played their part in the events surrounding this momentous step on the way to many of our most valued freedoms.

At the time of Magna Carta, the monastery at St Albans was famous for its learned monks, like Matthew Paris, who produced many handwritten and beautifully decorated books for their own and other libraries. The first letter of a chapter was beautifully decorated although it was still recognizable. We call these letters illuminated letters.

As part of our celebrations, we are holding a competition for children of primary school age. We would like you to produce an illuminated letter. This could be either the initial of your first name only, or you could write your first name with the first letter decorated. Remember to make the initial/first letter as attractive as you can. It can be any size up to A4 and you can use paints, crayons, or any medium you choose.  It can be in a medieval style, or something you think a modern monk might do.  Scripts of any language will be welcome.

Here are some examples, or you could go online and search for “illuminated manuscripts”, “illuminated manuscripts” etc

Suggestions:

· If your initial/first letter has a big space in the centre [C,D,O,U] you could draw a picture of yourself in the space

· Smaller spaces [B, P, R] could have little creepy-crawlies peeking out, for example, mice, frogs, beetles

· Letters like H or T could have things draped around them, such as ivy, or a spotted snake

· you could draw a frame around your initials and decorate that with flowers or berries or gold paint

· you could paint the background behind your letters

There will be two age groups, 4-7 years and 8-11 years.

The winners of each group will receive a £10 book token and the 2 runners-up in each group will receive a £5 book token
If the winners have submitted their entry through their school, their school will receive one free museum session of their choice.
The closing date is June 6th and they will be judged during that week. The winning letters will go on display during the Magna Carta weekend of the St Albans Festival.

Please send your entries to:

MAGNA CARTA (PRIMARY SCHOOLS) 

Verulamium Museum

St Michaels 

St Albans

Herts   AL3 4SW

If you are taking part at school your manuscript should have your name, age, and your school marked on the back. 

If you are doing it at home, you should put your name, age, telephone number and email address. 
Every child should submit only ONE manuscript, whether they are doing it from home or from school.
